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MACHINERY & PRODUCTS

Power harrows lift yields for grain crops

RON MILLER and his fam-
ily milk 700 cows at Ath-
lone, between Drouin and
Poowong in central Gipps-
land, on a 50 unit rotary
that was installed 10 years
ago at the time of deregula-
tion.

They are big grain feed-
ers for their cows, feeding
10kg per cow, per day of
wheat, lupins and canola
mealin the milking shed.

But the Athlone property
is not well suited to
cropping and is really just
used for grazing, with “a
bit of summer crops to
renovate the pastures”, as
Ron says.

“When we started pay-
ing $400/tonne for grain
we decided that we needed
to look around for our own
grain-growing property.”

So, to guarantee feed for
their herd, they acquired a
666 hectare cropping prop-
erty at Cosgrove, just east
of Shepparton, about 2Y2
years ago when the number
of cows they were then
milking was doubled.

The property was for-
merly the home of Goul-
burn Valley Stockfeeds soit
came with extensive shed-
ding, lots of silos and even
a weighbridge.

It's been a well-planned
and successful decision —
last year they sowed 600ha
down to wheat and aver-
aged four tonnes per hec-
tare.

The Miller dairy enter-
prise NOwW encompasses
332ha on what were once
six different dairy farms.

All of Ron and wife Jan
Tina’s four sons, Ronnie,
Alan, Jonathon and David,
work on the dairy.

On the Gippsland
property, the Millers had
used a Pegoraro three
metre power harrow
with a pneumatic seeder
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 WHERE: |
Athlone

(WHAT:|

Pneumatic seeder

mounted on top that they
had purchased through
Derek Genoni at Gendore
Tractors and Machinery in
Tooradin.

So last season they took
it up to Cosgrove and found
that the results were ex-
tremely rewarding com-
pared with direct drilled
Crops.

Alan maintains that an
increased yield of three
tonnes to the hectare in
places is down to using the
three metre power har-
[OWS.

The Pegoraro brand has
now evolved to Alpego, an
Italian agricultural ma-
chinery company located
between Venice and Ve-
rona.

When Gendore took
along a six metre folding
Alpego power harrow and
Alpego AS3 plus air seeder
combination to this year’s
Farm World at Warragul,
Ron decided that it would
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be a good investment.

The DX-600 TWIN
FORCE machine has two
rotors mounted on tapered
bearings held together by a
single support.

This design creates a
high clearance under the
trough, which in turn guar-
antees high reliability and
performance.

Derek Genoni says this
unit was the first six me-
tre Alpego power harrow/
seeder combination in Aus-
tralia.

Ron had a front linkage
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bar fabricated overnight to
carry the seed hopper on
the front of their New Hol-
land T7040.

The unit was delivered
just as everyone in the re-
gion was seeding, which
was a little later than Ron
would have liked but so
far they have seeded 600
hectares of wheat and 300
hectares of lupins.

They have grown up to
1800 tonne of grain each
year since their move to
Cosgrove and this year
they sold their excess

Ron Miller had a front linkage bar fabricated to carry the
seed hopper on the front of their New Holland T7040.

Sy

ththe family's Alpego power harrow and Alpego AS3 airseeder.

The Alpego combination is a radical
change to the traditional systems
used for seeding in the district.

wheat grain to buy in lu-
pins, which accounts for
the decision to plant lupins
this time.

The Alpego combination
is a radical change to the
traditional systems used
for seeding in the district,
and with a very wet year
many farmers have had
to leave some areas un-
touched as tractors were
getting bogged.

But with the Millers’ Al-
pego sitting on the three
point linkage they were
able to seed the wettest ar-
eas without a hassle.

“In May we did the whole
place with the six metre
power harrows to level out
the tractor tracks, trenches
and where the header got
bogged,” Alan says.

“That’s 200 hectares

that we wouldn't have got
onto, and other patches
that I didn't think I'd get
over. It glided over the lot.”

They say that the six me-
tre unit has performed ex-
ceptionally well, but their
New Holland T7040 strug-
gles to lift it when turning
at headlands. “It’s just not
big enough!”

Ron believes that if he
replicates the yields from
last year in the trial area he
will have the unit paid off
quickly.

They have used a Semea-
to drill for the past two sea-
sons and will continue with
it in drier years and on the
smoother paddocks.

They are in the process
of purchasing a further 655
acres in Katandra about ten
kilometres away, to assist

with crop rotations.

In 1998 Ron triallec
New Holland 4’ x 3’ la
square baler at Athlo
making 630 bales at t|
time and has stuck w
New Holland tractors &
balers since. He is entht
asticabout the brand.

“We ordered a New E
land 8260 tractor, a 1
large square baler anc
Tanco large square b
wrapper, and started
with all three in 1999.

“We went from tak
two months to do our o
work, to less than a we
so we then gid abitof ¢
tracting.”

The NH1010 m:
11,000 large square ba
three years in a row.

“There’s been days wt
I've done 500 bales”, F
says.

They did 6000 bales t
year, of which 5000 w
silage from mixed pastu
They now concentrate
their own silage, still lo
ing after some neighbot
but not as much as t}
have previously when tt
had 32 contracting custo
ers.

A New Holland BBg
large square baler joir
the fleet four years a
and it was trucked up
Cosgrove a couple of ye
ago with the idea of bal:
Straw.

“I started at 8pm a
finished at 8am, with 6
bales,” Ron says.

They now have five N
Holland tractors, the t
balers and a CR9070 hea
with a 36’ Honeybee frox

= Working Clothes 1
focus on the performai
of a new machine in
paddock each month. Se
suggestions to Chris Din
on 0417 735 001 or ew
chris@springbankfar
com.au

Mixer PROFILE

Performance Easily!

PROD-PROFILE-FR

www.kuhn.com

With their very compact size and geometry PROFILE

mixers are capable of passing where a 70 hp tractor
will pass. With sizes of 14 to 18 m3, PROFILE mixers
are adaptable to any type of livestock.

Their ease of operation gives you a daily comfort.

sTransverse Conveyor to a regulate distribution (1).

s\/ertical Augers suitable for all rations (2).

for the model 14 m3 (3).

sElectronic programmable weighing system: 80

sCompact dimensions: height 2.55m and 2.40m width

programmable rations and 15 different ingredients (4).
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